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308 The Penns and the Taxation of their Estates. 



THE PENNS AND THE TAXATION OP THEIE ESTATES 
BY THE PEOYINCIAL ASSEMBLY. 

(Continued from page 177.) 

Three instruc- jf 0< n, "Whereas the interest money arising 

tions to Lieu- " ° 

tenant got- from the loan of Bills of Credit in the said 
^thMayi™^ P rOTmce i 8 intended by us and the House of 
Kepresentatives to be applied for the public ser- 
vice of the province and of the inhabitants 
thereof, and should therefore under the direction 
of the same power that raise it be most care- 
fully applied to those purposes as a greater se- 
curity to the people against misapplication than 
if it was intrusted to only one branch of the 
legislature and such was the ancient practice in 
our said province : you shall therefore not give 
your assent to any Bill or Act of Assembly for 
the emitting or re-emitting and continuing any 
paper currency or Bills of Credit in the said 
province, unless every such Bill or Act of As- 
sembly do contain one or more enacting clauses 
whereby it shall be effectually enacted, That the 
whole of the interest money to accrue, arise and 
become payable from the loan of all such paper 
currency or Bills of Credit hereafter to be issued, 
emitted continued or re-emitted shall be disposed 
of only to the very purposes to be mentioned 
and expressed in the same Act in such cases 
where the purposes may conveniently be men- 
tioned and expressed therein, or, where that can- 
not conveniently be done then to such purposes 
only as shall be mentioned and expressed in 
some future Act of the governor and assembly 
or in some future vote or resolution of assembly 
approved of and signed by the Governor or com- 
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mander-in-chief of the said province for the time 
being. And whereas there is the same good 
reason for securing to the use of the inhabitants 
any moneys raised on them by excise or any 
other metbod you shall not give your assent to 
any law for prolonging the present excise or lay- 
ing any other excise or raising any money on 
the inhabitants of the said province of Pennsyl- 
vania unless there be the like enacting clause, 
that all money arising from the said excise or 
other duties shall be disposed of only to the very 
purposes to be mentioned and expressed in the 
same Act, in such cases where the purposes may 
conveniently be mentioned and expressed therein 
or where that cannot conveniently be done tben 
to such purposes only as shall be mentioned and 
expressed in some future Act of the Governor 
and Assembly or in some future vote or resolu- 
tion of Assembly approved of and signed by the 
Governor or Commander-in-chief of the said 
province for the time being. 

12. "Whereas by an Act of Assembly passed 
in the said province in the 12th year of his 
present Majesty's reign, entitled An Act for Re- 
printing, Exchanging and Reemitting all the 
Bills of Credit of this province and for striking 
the further sum of eleven thousand one hundred 
and ten pounds, five shillings, to be emitted upon 
loan, the paper Bills or Bills of Credit of the 
said province amounted unto fourscore thousand 
pounds proclamation money or thereabouts and 
although a reasonable and moderate quantity of 
paper money or Bills of Credit in the said prov- 
ince tends greatly to the service and benefit of 
the said province and its inhabitants as well as 
to the trade of Great Britain, yet the making, 
emitting or continuing too large a quantity 
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thereof has in other colonies and would in the 
said province be prejudicial and would greatly 
affect the exchange and trade of the said province. 
And whereas it hath been represented to us that 
it will be of advantage to the trade of the said 
province to reemit and continue the said four- 
score thousand pounds and even to enlarge and 
encrease the quantity of paper money, you are 
therefore diligently and carefully to enquire 
whether it is necessary and will be convenient 
to reemit the said fourscore thousand pounds and 
also whether it is really necessary to create and 
issue any further siim in paper currency or Bills 
of Credit in the said province. And in case 
upon your best enquiry you shall find it to be 
really convenient and necessary and of advantage 
to the said province, then, but in no other case 
you may pass and give your assent to any Act 
or Acts of Assembly in the said province for re- 
emitting or continuing the said fourscore thou- 
sand pounds for such time as you shall judge 
proper and also for raising and issuing any fur- 
ther sum or sums in paper currency or Bills of 
Credit which you shall think necessary not to 
exceed the sum of forty thousand pounds procla- 
mation money. Always provided that on every 
such Bill strict regard be had to our foregoing in- 
struction Number Eleven as to the disposal of all 
the interest to arise from such paper money so to 
be reemitted or continued or to be new raised or 
issued. And also provided that the very Acts 
for reemitting, continuing or issuing such paper 
currency or in some other distinct Act or Acts 
to be passed at the same time it be effectually 
enacted that all rents and quit-rents in the said 
province due or to be due and payable to the 
proprietories for the time being, be always paid 
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according to the rate of exchange at the times 
of payment between the cities of Philadelphia 
and London or some other sufficient provision 
be enacted in lieu thereof in as effectual a man- 
ner as was done by a separate Act at the time 
when the said act of the 12th year of his 
majesty's reign was passed. 

13. " "Whereas the making, emitting or con- 
tinuing too large a quantity of paper money on 
[sic] Bills of Credit within the said colony may 
greatly affect the exchange and trade of the 
same, you shall not therefore on any pretence 
whatsoever pass or give your assent to any law 
or Act of Assembly within the said counties for 
enlarging or increasing the present amount or 
quantity of paper currency or Bills of Credit 
there. But in case you shall find it convenient 
and necessary to reemit or continue any paper 
currency or Bills of Credit already issued there 
you shall cause to be inserted in each and every 
law or Act of the said counties for that purpose 
one or more enacting clauses whereby it shall 
be effectually enacted that the whole of the in- 
terest moneys from time to time to accrue, arise 
and become payable for the loan of all such 
paper currency or Bills of Credit so to be 
reemitted or continued shall be disposed of only 
to the very purposes to be mentioned and ex- 
pressed in the same Act in such cases where the 
purposes may conveniently be mentioned and 
expressed therein or where that cannot conve- 
niently be done then to such purposes only as 
shall be mentioned and expressed in some future 
Act of the Governor and Assembly or in some 
future vote or resolution of Assembly approved 
of and signed by the Governor or Com- 
mander-in-chief for the time being. And in 
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every such Act for reemitting or continuing or 
in some other distinct and separate Act to be 
passed at the same time you shall also cause to 
be inserted one or more enacting clause or 
clauses effectually to secure that the quit-rents 
and other rents due and to be due to the pro- 
prietaries shall be paid from time to time ac- 
cording to the true rate of exchange between 
the cities of Philadelphia and London at the 
times of payment or to secure such other suffi- 
cient provision in that respect as was done by 
the province of Pennsylvania by Act passed in 
the twelfth year of his present Majesty's reign. 

20. " Whereas in our said commission ap- 
pointing you to be our LieutenankGovernor as 
aforesaid there is contained a general proviso 
that nothing therein contained shall extend to 
give you any power to do, perform, act, suffer, 
acquiesce in or consent or agree unto any Act 
by means whereof we or either of us or our or 
either of our heirs may be prejudiced in our 
royalties, jurisdictions, properties, estate, right, 
title or interest of, in or to the said province 
or counties or any part of them. Now for your 
better understanding what you are thereby re- 
strained from, we think fit to particularize some 
of the matters which you are not to do by virtue 
of any of the powers contained in the said com- 
mission, namely you are not to pass or give 
your assent unto any law or Act of Assem- 
bly by which any of our manors, lands, rents, 
quit-rents or other estate may be affected to our 
prejudice or by which our right and power in 
the appointment of any officers whatsoever shall 
be taken away or lessened or by which any 
ferry or ferries shall be established to any per- 
son or persons, nevertheless in case the House 
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of Representatives of the said province will con- 
sent to pass a general law for the regulation of 
ferries which have been or shall he established, 
declaring the right of granting such ferries to 
be in the proprietaries as one of the royalties 
granted to them by the charter for the said 
province and for the fixing of the rates to be 
paid at such ferries and for the laying penal- 
ties on persons who shall keep any ferry for hire 
within the limits of our grants and for directing 
the form of proceeding against such persons, 
you are at liberty to give your consent to and to 
pass such a bill and we recommend to you to 
take any favorable opportunity which may offer 
to procure such a law in order to put an end to 
all disputes on that head, which was proposed to 
be done by the first of us and the Assembly in 
the year 1735 as may be seen in the Minutes of 
Assembly of that year; you are not to give 
your assent to the passing of any Act of As- 
sembly for the establishment of any Court 
of Chancery, the same having been estab- 
lished there long since by virtue of the 
powers granted in the Royal Charter and 
the said court at the request of the House of 
Representatives, by their resolve of the fourth 
of May 1720 was opened by proclamation of 
the tenth of August following as may be seen 
by the minutes of Assembly. However in case 
the Assembly shall be willing to pass a law for 
the further regulating of the proceedings in 
Buch court and the fees of the officers, such 
court to consist of the proprietaries and mem- 
bers of the Council or the Lieutenant-Governor 
or Commander-in-chief and members of the 
Council for the time being and to provide that 
neither the proprietaries or their Lieutenant- 
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Governor or any other of the members respec- 
tively shall sit in court in any cause wherein 
their own particular interest is concerned you 
may give your assent to such a law and in the 
meantime as any applications shall be made to 
you for justice in a course of equity you are to 
administer the same in the said Court of Chan- 
cery as has been formerly done. You are also 
to be especially careful never to ask the aid of 
the House of Representatives of the said prov- 
ince nor to give your assent to the passing of 
any Act of Assembly for the doing or perform- 
ing of any matter or thing whatsoever which 
the proprietaries are lawfully impowered by the 
Royal Charter to do or execute of themselves. 

21. Whereas from the first settlement of the 
said province several Acts of Assembly have from 
time to time been passed for raising provincial 
taxes, in all which as well when the government 
was for some time in the hands of the Crown as 
when executed by commissions from our late 
father the estates of the proprietary himself and 
in some of the said Acts those of his children 
and deputies also were exempted from paying 
toward such taxes over and besides which ex- 
emption several Acts were passed giving to the 
said proprietary a support by duties and other 
impositions as may appear on examination of 
the several Acts of Assembly. And whereas 
since the expiration of those former laws no aid 
hath ever been granted by the Assembly to us 
as proprietaries, notwithstanding which we have 
on several occasions shown our regard to the 
public service of the said province by voluntarily 
and cheerfully expending several considerable 
sums of our own money for the advancement 
thereof although no provincial tax hath been laid 
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upon the people within our time for any purpose 
whatsoever until the last year, so that we had no 
reason to suspect that the Assembly of the said 
province would deviate so much from the former 
usage as to pretend by any act of theirs to charge 
our estates in the said province with the burthen 
of any taxes. We had not therefore given 
to your predecessor any particular instructions 
on that head. And whereas the Assembly of 
the said province taMng occasion of the troubles 
in America to represent us in a very untrue light 
as if we were unwilling to assist the public by 
contributing towards the defence of the country 
though no application had ever once been made 
to either of us for that purpose, did in the last 
year prepare and send to our Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor a Bill of a most unjust and extraordinary 
nature and import, intitled " An Act for raising 
£50.000 for the King's use by a tax of twelve 
pence per pound and twenty shillings per head 
yearly for two years on all the estates real and 
personal and taxables within this province. By 
which Bill it was proposed to be enacted that 
there should be levied and raised upon all the 
estates real and personal within the said province 
of all and every person and persons the estate of 
us the proprietaries not excepted the sum of 
twelve pence for every pound clear value of the 
same yearly for the space of two years to be 
paid by the owners or possessors thereof and 
that all located and unimproved lands should be 
rated according to their situation and value at Particularly 

-. . „ „ -. Land Tax. 

any prices not exceeding fifteen pounds nor 
under five pounds for every hundred acres of 
such unimproved lands, that part of such lands 
should be sold to discharge such taxes in case 
the owners of the same or some person for them 
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neglected or refused to pay the rates assessed 
thereon and that the commissioners and assessors 
of the county of Philadelphia should acquaint 
themselves with and procure the amount as near 
as they were able of our estate in quit-rents 
throughout the province and thereon assess and 
tax the same in the same manner as other estates 
were assessed and taxed the respective counties 
by virtue of that Bill. And whereas there are 
many other ways of raising a tax of £50.000 in 
the said province without resorting to a land tax 
for that purpose but if a land tax was necessary 
for raising any supply it should be founded on 
justice and, conformable to the Eoyal Charter, 
be consonant to reason and not repugnant or 
contrary but as near as conveniently may be 
agreeable to the laws, statutes and rights of the 
Kingdom of England. But the said Bill was 
framed so contrary to justice and the laws of the 
same kind in the kingdom that by it one shill- 
ing in the pound for two years was laid on the 
whole value in fee simple of every estate, which 
supposing the same computed at twenty-five 
years purchase only, is a charge of a quarter 
part more than the whole gross rent without 
allowing for any charges or repairs, a tax which 
never was laid nor can possibly be paid in any 
country, a part of the estate only being taken 
for the preservation of the whole, nor was so 
heavy a tax necessary to be laid in Pennsylvania 
for raising the sum of fifty thousand pounds, for 
if that tax had been truly and fully assessed and 
paid it must have amounted to many times that 
sum. But the laying such a large nominal tax 
appears to us to have been most unjustly calcu- 
lated for the purpose of putting it in the power 
of persons wholly chosen by the people to tax 
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our estates up to the fall value therein mentioned 
and to ease other persons by taxing them so 
lightly as only to make up the residue that 
might be wanted to complete the fifty thousand 
pounds. In which case the persons chosen by 
the people might have laid by much the greater 
part of the burthen upon our own estates alone, 
which by former usage had never been taxed at 
all. And whereas the laying of taxes on the 
real value of the fee simple and not on the 
yearly income of estates, and upon unimproved 
lands which yield no annual profit or rent to the 
owner, and the sale of the land itself and the 
inheritance thereof for payment of the tax im- 
posed thereon appears to us highly unreasonable 
and not to be the practice in Great Britain and 
no way agreeable but quite contrary to the laws 
and statutes of this kingdom. And whereas 
upon the best enquiries we have made, we can- 
not find that the quit-rents reserved to the Crown 
or to the proprietaries in any other of the Amer- 
ican colonies have ever been taxed towards the 
raising any supplies granted in those colonies, 
and indeed those quit-rents are generally so 
small that little or no land-tax would be due or 
payable on them if arising in Great Britain, 
where land-tax acts are annually passed. And 
the grantors or owners of such farms and plan- 
tations on which such very small quit-rents or 
acknowledgments are reserved to us, do in 
case of a land-tax, pay tax for the value of such 
their said farms. And whereas our Lieutenant- 
Governor proposed to the Assembly to except 
or exempt our estates out of the tax to be raised 
by the said £50.000 Bill, which they refusing to 
do, he never gave his assent to the said Bill, but 
acquainted the Assembly (as the truth was) that 
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we were so far from desiring not to contribute 
to the defence and support of his Majesty's rights 
and dominions, that immediately on the first 
notice sent us of the defeat of General Brad- 
dock, we had sent over an order upon our Re- 
ceiver-General to pay out of the arrears of our 
quit-rents the sum of £5000 as a free gift towards 
the defence of the said province, desiring at the 
same time that all disputes might be laid aside, 
and that the Governor and Assembly would join 
together in measures to oppose the common 
enemy. And whereas we believe that such 
£5000. so by us given, was about twenty times 
more than the tax upon all our estates there if 
truly and proportionably rated according to all 
other persons' estates in the said province would 
amount to towards raising a sum of 50.000 
pounds. And whereas the Assembly afterwards 
prepared and sent up to the said Lieutenant 
Governor another Bill entitled An Act for grant- 
ing the sum of £60,000 to the King's use, and 
for striking £55,000 thereof in Bills of Credit 
and to provide a fund for sinking the same, 
whereby they proposed to enact that there should 
be levied upon all the estates real and personal 
within that province of all and every person and 
persons (our estates only excepted in consequence 
of our free gift herein before and in the said 
Bill afterwards mentioned) the sum of six pence 
for every pound clear value of the said estates 
yearly for the space of four years and also that 
all located and unimproved lands in the said 
province should be rated in such a manner and 
at such values as had been proposed in the said 
former Bill, and that part of such lands should 
be sold in case of neglect or refusal to pay the 
tax thereon. And whereas his Majesty's service 



The Penns and the Taxation of their Estates. 319 

and the defence of the said province then re- 
quiring money to be immediately raised, and our 
said Lieutenant-Governor not being provided 
with our particular instructions relating to any 
such Bill he assented to the same in the month 
of November last. And when the said Act was 
sent over hither for the approbation of his 
Majesty, we tendering as we ought to do to the 
then exigency of affairs and the necessity of an 
immediate supply for his Majesty's service did 
not make any application to his Majesty for his 
royal disallowance of the said Act as we should 
have done at another time and on a less occa- 
sion. And whereas the said Assembly in order 
to raise the said tax had by both their said Bills 
appointed Commissioners and Assessors (persons 
chosen by the people only and not any one of 
them by us) and those but very few in number 
to assess or fix the quotas which each estate 
should pay, which persons if ever so well dis- 
posed to act fairly and uprightly therein can 
have no knowledge of the true value of all the 
several estates to be taxed, and yet are made 
final and absolute judges without appeal what 
sum each estate shall pay towards raising the 
said tax ; whereby and by laying so great a tax 
to raise so small a sum, such persons may have 
it in their power to commit great irregularities 
in taxing some estates to their utmost value and 
easing others which would be unequal and un- 
just. "We having been informed that in assess- 
ing the ordinary county levies on the like plan 
with that whereon the said Bills were formed, 
many persons instead of being rated to their full 
worth were not rated at one-fiftieth part of their 
supposed worth. And whereas the said Assem- 
bly appear to us to have been inclined not only 
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to load and burthen our estates with taxes by 
their authority, directly contrary to former usage, 
but even to charge the same disproportionably 
and in an unequal manner, in order to ease the 
estates of others, which is a measure we are by 
no means willing to consent to. And as the 
present invasion of his Majesty's American do- 
minions may make it necessary to raise further 
supplies for his service in our said province, the 
Assembly may hereafter propose and offer Bills 
or Acts of Assembly to lay additional taxes on 

Not to consent real estates there, you are therefore hereby re- 
let 1 for one <l u i re< i an( i directed not to give your assent to 
year only. any Bill or Act of Assembly of that sort, unless 
the Act be made to continue for one single year 

And agreeable only and no longer : nor unless the same be 
lianAet. made as agreeable as possible to the general 
tenor of the Acts of Parliament annually passed 
for raising the land-tax in that part of Great 
Britain called England (especially by laying the 
tax with respect to the real estates upon the par- 
ticular houses or lands in the respective countries 
or districts by which the rate of it may at any 
time be seen. Nor unless the tax as to real es- 

Ana on the an- tates be laid upon the true annual rent or yearly 

nual value of . . , . . -. . 

land. value only (such yearly value, where persons 

occupy their own lands or houses to be ascer- 
tained in some such manner as hereinafter men- 
tioned) and not upon the real value of the fee- 
simple of the real estate, nor unless the tax as to 
And interest of personal estate be laid upon the annual interest 

tate. or profit and not upon the whole capital thereof. 

Kor unless the whole method of assessing, col- 
lecting and paying in of the same be particularly 
ft an< ^ s P ec i a Hy laicL down in the body of such Bill 

atton not to or Act itself and not by reference to any other 

Acts. ' ' -Bill or Act. Nor unless, in order that such Bill 
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or Act may be founded in equal justice there be 
effectual clauses therein to ascertain the true and 
real rent or yearly value of every estate in lands 
or houses in the province, first, by having a good 
number of the most considerable inhabitants out 
of every township in the several counties inserted 
in the Bill as commissioners. Such commission- 
ers before they act to be solemnly sworn or 
affirmed to do impartial justice and to have 
power in them to cite and compel to appear and 
be sworn or affirmed before them all tenants and 
other persons in order to discover what rents are 
really and truly paid in cases where land or 
houses are let out at rack-rents. And in other 
cases, or when persons occupy their own land or 
reside in their own houses the commissioners to 
have power to enquire by the means aforesaid or 
by any other lawfull and reasonable ways and 
means, what the inheritance of such lands and 
houses is worth to be sold at the utmost, and 
then to estimate and tax such houses and lands 
as of the yearly value of so much as the interest 
of such sum at the low rate of £3 per cent per 
annum amounts to. Nor unless all unoccupied unoccupied 
and unimproved lands whatsoever, and also all empt. 
our quit-rents in the said province be expressly 
excepted and exempted from such tax. But in 
case the Assembly shall propose to raise supplies 
by a land-tax Bill and such Bill shall be clear of 
every of the foregoing objections or prohibitions, 
and shall not contain any tax further than after 
the rate of one, two, three or at the utmost four 
shillings in the pound for any one year upon the 
annual rent or yearly value so to be ascertained 
as aforesaid of houses, lands or tenements in the 
said province and also to tax the personal es- 
tates in the said province, subject to the fore- 

VOL. XXIV. — 21 
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going regulations. Then and in such case you 
may give your assent to the same if you think 
the same a reasonable, just and necessary Bill in 
all other respects. And you shall take care that 
every such Bill or Act which you shall assent to 
shall contain clauses for the tenants of real es- 
tates paying such tax and deducting the same 
out of the yearly rent payable to the landlord 
provided such yearly rent amounts to the sum of 
twenty shillings and upwards according to the 
Acts for laying a land-tax in England and clauses 
for distress upon any matters distrainable being 
upon the taxed premises, but no clause or power 
to distrain or sell the house or land itself or any 
part thereof in any ease for satisfaction of the 
tax and unless such clauses be inserted you shall 
not give your assent to any such Bill or Act. 
And whereas we are and always have been most 
ready and willing to bear a just proportion 
along with our tenants in any necessary tax for 
the defence of the said province which shall be 
equally laid upon the lands of the inhabitants, 
and also upon any of our manors or lands which 
are actually let out on lease, either for lives or 
May tax the years as being estates in some degree like to 
leasehold es- those of which the inhabitants are possessed, 

tates of the x 

proprietaries, therefore you are at liberty to give your consent 
to any reasonable Bill or Act for that purpose. 
Provided the tax to [sic] paid for such our last 
mentioned estates shall be payable by the tenants 
and occupants who shall deduct the same out of 
the rents payable by them to us. And you shall 
not consent to any Bill or Act for taxing the fine 
no fines. or purchase moneys to be paid to us by any per- 

son on purchase from us of any estate in fee 
simple or for life or lives, as the tax is to be laid 
on the land, and the taxing the money paid for 
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purchase of the lands, or of a freehold or inher- 
itance therein, would be in effect to pay two 
taxes for the same thing, and that landlords in 
this kingdom do not pay any land tax for such 
purchase money, but only for the reserved rent 
when it amounts to above twenty shillings per 
annum, the residue of the tax for such land being 
paid by the purchaser. 

The Lieutenant-Governor Denny arrived in 
Pennsylvania and immediately, upon the Assem- 
bly's request, he, pursuant to the orders he had 
received, laid those five foregoing instructions 
before the Assembly ; and thereupon they have 
sent over their great leader in the Assembly, 
Benjamin Franklin, to represent their pretended 
grievances either to the King or to the Parliament. 

This Mr. Franklin professes to wish, on his 
part, an amicable agreement and composure and 
in order thereto, has delivered to proprietaries 
no address, representation or remonstrance whatever 
from the Assembly, but only a paper, signed by 
himself, in the following words : 

HEADS OE COMPLAINT. 

1. That the reasonable and necessary power Head . s of com - 

given to the Deputy Governors of Pennsylvania gust 1757. 

by the Eoyal Charter, Sect. 4 and 5, of making Hereford* 

laws with the advice and consent of the Assem- of th e Koyai 

t t n • ■ j?j.i jy , c,i Charter are 

bly tor raising money for the satety or the coun- artf uiiy 
try and other public uses " according to their trans P°sea to 

... bring in the 

best discretion" is taken away by proprietary in- Assembly's 
structions, enforced by penal bonds and restrain- to^SwiTto be 
ing the deputy from the use of his best discre- 
tion; though being on the spot he can better 
judge of the emergency, state and necessity of 
affairs, than proprietaries residing at a great dis- 
tance, by means of which restraints sundry sums 
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of money granted by the Assembly for the de- 
fence of the province have been rejected by the 
deputy, to the great injury of his Majesty's ser- 
vice in time of war and danger of the loss of 
the colony. 

2. That the indubitable right of the Assembly 
to judge of the mode, manner and time of grant- 
ing supplies, is infringed by instructions that 
enjoin the Deputy to refuse his assent to any Bill 
for raising money unless certain modes, measures 
and times in such instructions directed, make a 
part of the Bill, whereby the Assembly in time 
of war are reduced to the necessity of either 
loosing the country to the enemy or giving up 
the liberties of the people and receiving law 
from the proprietaries. And if they should do 
the latter in the present case it will not prevent 
the former, the instructions being such as if 
complied with it is impossible to raise a sum 
sufficient to defend the country. 

3. That the proprietaries have enjoined their 
deputy by such instructions to refuse his assent 
to any law for raising money by a tax, though 
ever so necessary for the defence of the country 
unless the greatest part of their estate is exempt 
from such tax. This to the Assembly and people 
of Pennsylvania appears both unjust and cruel. 

The proprietaries are now requested seriously 
to consider these complaints and redress the ag- 
grievances complained of in the most speedy and 
effectual manner, that harmony may be restored 
between the several branches of the legislature, 
and the public service be hereafter readily and 
fully provided for. B. Franklin, Agent for 
the Province of Pennsylvania, London, August 
20th. 1757. 

(To be continued.) 



